Ultrasonographic diagnosis of small-intestinal intussusception in three foals.
Small-intestinal intussusceptions were diagnosed in 3 foals. Cross-sectional ultrasonography through the apex of the intussusceptum revealed a target-like pattern with a thick hypoechoic rim. The thick hypoechoic rim was caused by severe edema of the entering and returning walls of the intussusceptum. At the more proximal portion of the intestines, where parietal edema was less severe, the image appeared as 2 concentric rings and an inner circular area. The outer ring and inner circular area were hypoechoic and represented the returning and the entering wall of the intussusceptum. An additional cross-sectional pattern can be described as double concentric rings, with the inner lumen represented by a central echogenic core. Longitudinal scannings of the involved intestinal section revealed a different view of the same anatomic situation, with 2 hyperechoic areas delineated by 3 stripes of hypoechoic intestine. Ultrasonography of a foal's abdomen provides a clinician with a rapid noninvasive technique that may aid in the differential that may aid in the differential diagnosis of colic. The ultrasonographic diagnosis of intussusception may improve the recognition of a surgical lesion and improve the potential for successful treatment.